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When Duvid heard

Ahi ca,so ucerl.to, uhi.fut'empio e crulele,
Ahi :;tell' irtgur iost, ahi Ciel avaro.

Non .si .fili huorrt rnortale
Di bett codtrco e.frale

CIte tt.sto.fLrgge, e sp?s.to
A tr,ttt t,tlir,t il l,t L tiltitt:i,t e pr(.\\t'.

(Ah, bitter chttnce.t Alt, vticked and cruel destitr,!
Ah, baleful .sturr.s! Ah, repacious heaven!

Moral rnutt, pul rlot your trust
In a tra.siertt andJiail benevol.ence

Which .soon vtil! vanish-
And the hightr the Ieup, rhe Sreater the.fttll.)
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Arnong thc ma.jot'concctns of altist.s of all kintls during thc Rcnaissancc rvorc human
moltllitl' and trrnsicncc, lnd thc insigniliclncc ol'worldlS'achie vcment, tltcrncs cnclpsulatcd
in Sil Waltcr Ralcigh's poom lI?rar is ottr li.fe, sct by Ollando Cibbons (no. l-5 in the
pt'ogra:ltIe:). In tortight's ci)nccrt, $'c pcllirrnr sornc of thc gl'oat rrusicll lirnrcnts of thc
pcliod, uruny ol'rvhich afc scttings ol'tcxt.s *,hich rcllcct these conccnts.

Thc Ino.st couilllon singlc sou|cc lbf such tcxts was David's lamont.s on thc dcaths of
his stin Absalorr (nos. 5,6, 10, 12. and l6 in tonight's pfogrammc) lnd ol King Seul and lis
son, Jonltltrn (nos. l, .1, arrd I l), as rccoldcd in the Sccond Book ol'Slrnucl. Thcse lamcnts
(or palts Lrl tltctn) $crc not inl'r'cquently cmpkrycd in musicll clcgics lor rol'altt,. Thus thc
tclling phr-asc'f{orv ule thc lnighty llllon, and thc wcapons of u,ar dcstluved'(in Latin,
'Quomodo cccidcrunt robusti, ct pcrierunr arrna bollica') with which nvo of tlrc Jonathan
lamcnt.s cnd (Robcrt Rlmsey's ltott ure rhe ntightt fttllen and Picrlc dc la Rue's Doleo super
rz) finds an ccho rlso at thc conclusion of the llment for Philip II of Splin, Mortuus est
Philipptt.s /e.{, sct by ArnLrrosio Cotcs (no. 8). La Rue's Doleo super le, actually the fburth
paft ol'c longct'motct (Considera /,rrnel) sctting lhc lamcnts lbr Saul and Jonathan, is f ound
as an indepcnclcnt itcrn in a musio hook compilcd for Margucrite or Austria (1480 1530),
pclhaps bccausc lr{rrgucliLc adoptcd this scction of the hrge r work-tlic sccrron lhat dircctly
mounrs r brothcr ('l-r'atcr mi') as a llrncrnt lbr he r blothe r, Philip thc Flir (d. I 506). It may be
that scvclal ol thc rcrrrlklblc English settings ol'King David's lantcnr.s by Rlmscy,
\Vcclkcs, and Totnkins rvcrc wlittcn unon thc dcath in l6l2 ofPrincc Hcnrr, cldest son lnd
Itr'ir,,l Jrtnr's I. rvlrr' dulirrE his sltrr:t liti'hee:rrnc tllc l'oeus lor llre n;rti, n. h,,pt's r'l luturc
glotl', und ri'ltosc privatc coult was a ccntfc lbl altisl.ic endeavour, including nusic. Certainly,
the tcxLLril {hcrncs ol'thcse Itmcnts-doath in youth, and thc llll of thc rnighry'-could most
appropliltcly havc hccn applicd to thc Plincc. Similarly, thd'swr:ct youlh'ol Rlrnsey's,S1eep
.fleshlr ltirtlt may bc Hcnly.

Arnong thc most l'amou.s of thc musical settings of David's Ilmcnts is the motct
Absulort li!irri (no. -5), which unLil r-cccntly u,as acccpted as the work ol'Josquin Desprez hut
is nu*'thoulht nrorc likcly to ho by Picrlo dc ll Ruc. Thc piece is bcst knou,n fbr the
drarnatic dcsccnt inrc lllt kcys and lorv vocrl liurcs at its r:nd, painting thc u'ords 'but let mc
go do*n into hcll wccping'. Combclt's trcatr.ncnt of the slme subjcct in Lug,ebat Duvid
Altsulon is alLhogcthcr motc grand, thc cight voicc-plrts cngaging in pungcnt clashcs which
min'or in rnusic thc gricf ol'thc King.

In thc late liliccnth ccntury it bccamc inclcasingly common to lrmenr the death of the
grcatcst oomposol's in poctry and music, a gcnrc now usually tr:rmed 'ddploration'. The largest
nunrbcls ol-such works took as thcir subjccts tht: dcath.s of Johrnncs Ockoghcm in 1497 and
Jo.sqLrin Dcsprcz in 1521. Thc Lcxt ol Nyntplte.s des bois (no.2 in thc progrirmmc) is an elegy
by Jcan N'lolinct on the dcath ol'Ockcghem, while Vinders's O mors inevitubili.s (no.3)
corrmcrnorates Josquin; this lattcr tcxt $,i.ls apprrcntly thc cpitaph includcd with a portrait of
Josquin rt Slc Gudulc in Blusscls. Byld'.s Conre to me, grief,.for ever llments not a fcllow-
cornposLrf but thc stltesman and poct Sir Philip S1,dney, whose untimely dcarh in 1596 (likc
Ahsllorn urd Jonathan, in hlttlc) was mlrkcd hy a nrimber of poets.

Arnong thc gloup o1'Spirnish rvorks rl'ith lvhich the first half ol' the conccrl ends arc
two vcry diflcront-but cqually porverlul-scttings ol Versa est in luctum. That by Alonso
Lobo',r,as publishcd in 1602 undei'the titlc'Ad Exscquias Philip II Cathol. Rcgi.s Flisp.'('for
tlte lirncral of Philip II, Catholic King of Splin'), and tlierelore clcarly dates from 1598 (likc
Coters's piece rnentioncd abovc); Victoria's sctting was includcd in thc published version
( I 6{)-5) oi thc rfclt six- voicc Reclu ie nt, wri ttcn lbr the obscquics in I 603 of Philip I I's sistr'r-
thc Dov''ager Emple ss Maria whom Victoril hld se rved as choirmastcr and chaplain.

fit - m o r ntu,, tt tt tl to - tn o r row, a nd to - nt or rov,,
Ct'eep.r in this pettv* ptce front day b thy
To rhe lrt.st .tyllable o.f recordetl time;
Antl all our \esteftloys h11yg lightedfitol.s
The wtn b dush- leath, Out, out, brie.f cantlle!
Life',s but a valking,shudow,, a poor plav-er,
7'hut .strut.s and fret.s his hour upotl th( stuge,
Arttl then i.s heanl tto more: it is o tule
Told by un idiot,.full o.f sounl antl.furl,
Si3niflingnothing. (Shakcspcarc)



TEXTS AND TRANSLATIONS

llorv are the mighty fallen in tlte rnidst of thc battle! O Jonathan, thou wrust slain in thy high places. O
Jonittltatt, wOe is mc li)r thcc, my brother Jclnathan: very kind hast. thou been to rne; thy love to me was
u'ottdcrl'ul, pa-ssirtg tlte ktve tll'worncu. I low tu'e thc rnighty lallcn, and the weapons of wiu destroyed!

N1'nrphes des bois, dc<csscs dcs lilntlincs,
(-lurtttrcs cxpcrs dc t()utes rr:rliorrs,
(-'harrgez voz voix fil't cllrcs ct lululurilles
Ln cris tranchantz ct liunclitirtlons.
Clrl d'Atlopos lcs rnolcsttrtions
Vostlc Okcghcrn pir sa rigcur atu'irppc
Le vlay t-r'dsoir de rnusicluc ct chicl'd'ticuvrc
Que dc tr'6pas tldsormais plus n'6scappe
l)ont gmnt dournaige cst quc la tcn'e coe uvre.

ncou{l'ez vous d'ahitz dc dcuil:
Joscluin, Brurncl, Pirchons, C'ornpdre,
lit plorcz grosses larrncs d'ocil:
I)crtlu avez vostre k)n pCre .

llequicscat in pace. Arncn.
(7-enor: Rcquicrn ictcl'ualn donu cis I)orninc,
ct lux pcr?ctua luceat eis.)
lUootl-nyntph.r, gotltlesses o.[tlrc .tprings, skilled sing,ers o.f ull nations, clnnge your cleor and ktft'- voices
into piercing cries and luttt(tltuti()n,\. For the ltursh nnle,stutions ()f Atropo.r huye en.snured 1'our Ockeghem,
Music's ve\- Ireusure und nut.tter, who henc'e.forlh c:unnol escope dcuth. It i.r a grcat nisfrtrtune tlnt he is
coveretl lt1, tor,r.
Clollrc \'ourselves in dress o.f rrwurning, .lostluin, Brunrcl, Pierre de Ia Rue, and Contpire, and weep great
Ieur.tft'onl \'oltr e)'cs, y-oltrt,lto lrctve lo,rt your goodfalher. Muy he rest in peace. Anten.
(Grant Ihent eternal re il, 0 Lortl, untl nruy sw1'luting liglrt sltine upon lhent.)

O ntors inevitallilis, rnors arniu'il, rnrlrs cludclis, Josquin de l)res durn nccasti, illum nobis abstulisti, qui
suuln pcr ltartnoniiun illustmvit ecclcsiiun. I)roptcrca tu rnusice di: requiescat in pace.
(7'e nor: Rcquiern rcternatn douir ci Dorninc, ct lux pcr?3tua luceat ei.)
O ine.sc'opctble deuth, bittcr tleath, cruel tleutlt, b1, 5le1ti,1g.losrluin Desprezwho stole him.from us, who by
Itis ltunrony gave luslre Io the clurc'h. Noru.ra,y tltous tvilh ttrusic: illay l1s resl in pe ace.
(Grunt ltint eternal re.il, O Lord, untl moy e\,(.rlo.\ting ligltt shine upon hint.)

Doleo super te, frater rni .lortatlia, dccurc nirnis, ct runabilis supcr arnorcrn mulierurn. Sicut matcr unicum
alnat tjliutn suum, ittr cgo tc diligcbiun. Quunixlo cccidcrunt robusti, et pericrunt anna bellica.
I anr distrcssed &tr you, nr\i br')tlter .lonatltan, tltou tt,lto was fair beyond ilwasure, and nlore dear to nrc
tlutn Ilrc bve of wornen. As a ilntlt(r loves har only son, thus did I love lou. How are tlrc ntiglttvfallen, and
{lrc v'eapons tf w,ar clestrotctl.

Absalon fili mi, quis dct ut rnorilu'pro tc, l'ili rni Absakln? Non vivarn ultra, sed descendam in infemum
pklrans.
Absalon nl\t son, w'ould tlrut I rrtight die.for ),ou, n4t son Ab.tolont. Let nrc live no longer, but descerul into
lrcll weeping.

Lugellat David Absalon, pius patcr liliurn, tristis scncx puerurn: heu me fili rni Abszrlon, quis milri det ut
elo plo te tnoriar, O llli rni Absakln'l Itex autern David filiurn coolrrto llcbat capitc. Poro rex opcruitcaput
suurn, ct clarnabat voce Inagna: llli lni Absalon.
David ruourned .for Absulonr, u piuus .futhe r.for his son, a sad old man for his ltol,; Alas, nty son Altsalont,
would thttt I rttight die ltr wu, O ilty son Absulortt. King David w,ept witlr coyered head for his ,son. Then tlrc
King uncovered his head, und criud with u great voice: nty son Absaktnt.

Versa est in luctum citlrara rnca, cl organurn rncurn in vocem flentium. Parce mihi, Domine, nihil enim
sunt dies mei.
My harp is turned inlo nrourning,, antl rny- nursic inlo the voice of those tlnt w'eep. Spare nrc, Inrd, for nty
day.r are notlting.

lVlortuu.s est Philippus Ilex, et flcverunt euln omnis populus planctu magno, et lugebant dies multos, e
dixerunt: quornodo cecidit potcns qui salvum lacicbat populurn suum.
King Pltilip is tle ad, and the wfutle people wept .for him witlt great latunting, and nnurned for nany days,
and saitl: hotv is the ntigltty one.fallen, the protector o.f his people.



lVlren David heard tltat Absalorn wiL\ slain, he wcnt up to his chanbcr ovcr the gate , and wept.
he said: O rny srx Absakrrn, would God I had dicd lirr thcc, O Absalorn rny son.

Sleep tleslrly birtlr in pcaccl'ul carth,
And lct [hine ciu's list to the rnusic ol'thc sphcrcs,
While we alound this lairy ground
Thy dolcful obit kccping
MiLlic rnlu'hlc rnclt wit.h wccping.
With nurn'r'ous l'cct wc'll piu't iurd rncct,
l'hcn clurrus-like in a ring thy praiscs sitUl,
Whilc showcrs ol'llou,crs bcstrcw Lhcc.
Rest in soft peacc, swect youth, rurd thcrc t'crnlrirr
Till soul and hody lncet to.ioiu agrdn.

Come to nre, grief, lirr ever
Come to rnc tcius day and niglit,
Corne to me plidnt, ah hclplcss.
.Iust grief, hciul tcars, plaint worthy.

IIc whorn thc Coult adornct-[,
IIc whom ftc countly cour(is'd,
IIe who rnadc happy his ll'icnds,
I Ic that did good to all rncn.

Cornc to me, gricl'...

What is our lif'e? A play of pn"ssion,
Our rnirt-h thc tnusic ol'division.
Our rnclthcr's wolnbs thc tiring-houses bc
Whcre we arc drcsscd lilr this shorl corncdy.
Ileaven tho jutlicious shrup spcctator is,
'l'hat sit.s and rnalks still wh<l doth act iuniss.
Our graves that hidc us lirlrn the sea'ching suu
Arc like dmwn curlilitrs whcn the play is donc.
Thus rnuch we, playing, to our latest rost:
Only wc dic in eiu'uost, tliat's no.icst. ('l-cxl by Sir Waltcr Raleigh)

And thus
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